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Introduction 
This policy should be used to determine admissions to the nursery. Parents do not have a statutory right to appeal to an independent appeal panel in relation to the nursery admissions so it is essential that all admissions decisions can be justified by reference to the following criteria, taking into account the particular circumstances of individual schools and units. 
Important information 
A child can be considered for a place in our nursery class from the term after the child’s third birthday. This will normally be for between three to five terms prior to entry into mainstream school. Our nursery has 52 part-time places and operates two sessions of normally 3 hours each day. This means 26 children can attend in the morning and 26 children can attend in the afternoon. We also offer limited 30hrs free funding places and places.
Children normally attend for either five morning or five afternoon sessions per week. If you would like your child to come into this nursery, you must complete an application form and send or bring it to this school. Parents may indicate a preference for a particular session but the school cannot guarantee or ‘reserve’ places except in exceptional circumstances. 
The school will consider applications by first prioritising the over-subscription criteria and in age order, oldest children being given priority within the criteria. Parents will be informed of the availability of a place, the term before their starting date. 
If you child is offered a place, you must confirm your acceptance to the school within two weeks otherwise the school may have to refuse places for other children unnecessarily. The final decisions on when a child is admitted, the number of sessions a child is able to attend and his or her pattern of attendance rests with the head teacher. 
Admissions Criteria
All applications will be considered in accordance with their date of birth, taking the oldest children from the waiting list first. Children who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs that names the school are required to be admitted. Where there are more applications for admission than the planned admission number stated the Governing Body will apply the following criteria in strict order of priority.
a) Baptised Church of England children and baptised Catholic children (see footnote 3) who are Children Looked After or are previously Children Looked After (see footnote 4)
b) Baptised Church of England children and baptised Catholic children (see footnote 3) who are siblings (footnote 5) of Church of England or Catholic children attending Emmaus Catholic and Church of England Primary School at the time of their admission
c) Baptised Church of England children and baptised Catholic children who are residents within the parishes of  Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald’s or St John’s Park 
d) Children in Public Care (Children Looked After) and previously looked after (see footnote 4)
e) Siblings (see footnote 5) of children already attending Emmaus Catholic and Church of England Primary School, at the time of their admission.
f) Children whose parents (see footnote 7) are members of any other Christian Churches (see footnote 6) at the time of application whose parents have sought the written support of their minister and live within the boundaries of Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald’s or St John’s Park parishes 
g) Children whose parents actively seek a Christian Education and live within the parish boundaries of Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald’s or St John’s Park parishes.
h) Children of other faiths whose membership is evidenced by a religious leader.
i) Other Baptised Church of England and Catholic children resident outside the parish boundaries of Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald’s or St John’s Park parishes.
j) Children of parents who actively seek actively seek a Christian Education and live outside the parish boundaries of Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald’s or St John’s Park parishes.
k) Other children

Footnotes:
Footnote 1.  
The total geographical area covered by the parish boundaries of St John Park and Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald.
Footnote 2
A Statement of Special Educational Needs is a statement made by the local authority under section 324 of the Education Act 1996, specifying the special educational provision for a child. An Education, Health and Care Plan is a plan made by the local authority under section 37 of the Children and Families Act 2014, specifying the special educational provision required for a child.
Footnote 3
For a child to be treated as Church of England or Catholic, evidence of Church of England baptism or Catholic baptism or reception into the Church will be required. Those who have difficulty obtaining written evidence of baptism should contact their Parish Vicar or Parish Priest, who, after consulting with the Diocese, will decide how the question of baptism is to be resolved and how written evidence is to be produced in accordance with the law of the Church.
‘Catholic’ means a member of a Church in full communion with the See of Rome. This includes the Eastern Catholic Churches. This will normally be evidenced by a certificate of baptism in a Catholic Church or a certificate of reception into the full communion of the Catholic Church. For the purposes of this policy, it includes a looked after child, living with a family where at least one of the parents is Catholic or Church of England.
Footnote 4
A ‘child looked after’ has the same meaning as in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989, and means any child who is (a) in the care of a local authority or (b) being provided with accommodation by them in the exercise of their social services functions (e.g. children with foster parents) at the time of making application to the school. 
A ‘previously child looked after’ is a child who was looked after, but ceased to be so because he or she was adopted, or became subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order.
Footnote 5
Definition of Siblings includes:
(i) all natural brothers or sisters, half brothers or sisters, adopted brothers or sisters, stepbrothers or sisters, foster brothers or sisters, whether or not they are living at the same address; and 
(ii) the child of a parent’s partner where that child lives for at least part of the week in the same family unit at the same home address as the child who is the subject of the application. 
Footnote 6
“children of other Christian denominations” means children who belong to other churches and ecclesial communities which, acknowledge God’s revelation in Christ, confess the Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour according to the Scriptures, and, in obedience to God’s will and in the power of the Holy Spirit commit themselves: to seek a deepening of their communion with Christ and with one another in the Church, which is his body; and to fulfil their mission to proclaim the Gospel by common witness and service in the world to the glory of the one God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. An ecclesial community which on principle has no credal statements in its tradition, is included if it manifests faith in Christ as witnessed to in the Scriptures and is committed to working in the spirit of the above.
All members of Churches Together in England and CYTÛN are deemed to be included in the above definition, as are all other churches and ecclesial communities that are in membership of any local Churches Together Group (by whatever title) on the above basis. 

Footnote 7
A parent means all natural parents, any person who is not a parent but has parental responsibility for a child and any person who has care of a child.

Late Applications 
Late applications will be dealt with in the next allocations round. 
Waiting List
· If parents wish, names of children will automatically be placed on the waiting list for this nursery, when the child has not been allocated a place. 
· The waiting list will be established on the offer day. 
· The waiting list is determined according to the Governing Body’s priority of admission over-subscription criteria. 
· Following the offer day should an application be received for the nursery where the pupil has a higher priority, as determined by the admissions criteria for a place at the nursery, they will be placed on the list, above those with a lower priority. 

False Information 
1. Where the Governing Body has made an offer of a place at this nursery on the basis of a fraudulent or intentionally misleading application from a parent, which has effectively denied a place to a child with a stronger claim to a place at the school, the offer of a place will be withdrawn.
2. Where a child starts attending the nursery on the basis of fraudulent and intentionally misleading information the place may be withdrawn by the Governing Body, depending on the length of time that the child has been at the nursery.
3. Where a place or an offer has been withdrawn, the application will be re-considered, by the Governing Body.


Admission to our nursery does not constitute any right of entry or guarantee a place at Emmaus Catholic and Church of England primary school, and places will be allocated according to the Emmaus admissions policy. 
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