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Religious Education Policy

The school’s statement of ethos and values
We are a joint denominational school, which means we are part of two church families – the Church of England and the Catholic Church.
Our belief in Christ is at the heart of our school.
We embrace everyone as a unique individual who is precious to God. We nurture the whole child, celebrating their efforts and achievements whilst encouraging their aspirations and developing their potential.
We work in partnership with our families, our parish churches and our wider community.
We respect and care for one another, practising forgiveness and reconciliation, reflecting God’s love.
Our pupils enjoy learning, reflect on their thinking, have fun and have a deep sense of pride in their school.

Rationale of Religious Education

The rationale for religious education in a Catholic and Church of England school centres on nurturing a mature, informed faith response to God, providing a comprehensive understanding of Catholic teaching, and fostering Gospel values like love and justice. 

It is a core subject that helps pupils critically engage with life, develop spiritual awareness, understand other faiths, and make moral judgments grounded in the Catholic vision of the human person, all within a partnership with home and parish communities. 



Aims and Objectives of Religious Education
At Emmaus, we have the following aims and objectives for Religious Education as set out in the Religious Education Directory (RED) as published in 2023.
The aims of religious education are:
1. to engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, the teachings of the Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and the relationship between faith and life;
2. to enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be able to communicate this effectively;
3. to present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching to provide pupils with a sure guide for living and the tools to critically engage with contemporary culture and society;
4. to give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews present in the world today and the skills to engage in respectful and fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from their own;
5. to develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the relationship between faith and life, and between faith and culture;
6. to stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the truth of the Catholic faith;
7. to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious education to their understanding of other subjects in the curriculum.

Outcome of Religious Education
The outcome of excellent religious education is religiously literate and consciously engaged young people, who have the knowledge, understanding, and skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who recognise the demands of religious commitment in everyday life (Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, 2023).

Religious Education in the Classroom
We recognise two aspects of Religious Education in our school:-
a. Implicit/informal Religious Education – We see these as opportunities that arise within the course of a school day to lead pupils to a religious understanding of the implications of relationships or curriculum content.
b. Explicit, or Curriculum Religious Education – those time-tabled or planned periods of time given to an explicit consideration of Religious Education in the classroom.  
Inclusion

The programme of study takes account of the needs of all children irrespective of gender, race, religion, ability and social circumstance. All pupils in our school will have appropriate differentiated access to the Religious Education programme.


Implementation of our RE Curriculum 
As a Catholic and Church of England school, RE is central to our whole school curriculum. It occupies at least 10% of teaching time and informs all other areas of the curriculum. All staff take every opportunity to incorporate RE across the curriculum, reinforcing to our children the integral nature of God’s influence in our lives.

Programmes of Study 

We follow the Model Curriculum provided in “To know You more clearly: The Religious Education Directory 2023”, as required by Catholic Bishops of England and Wales, with the agreement of the Anglican Diocese of Sheffield and with some amendments, where necessary, to reflect the joint denominational nature of our school. We intend a religious education that covers all aspects of Catholic and Christian education and introduces children to other faiths. 

Our curriculum follows the six-branch model of the RED Model Curriculum, structured to align with the Liturgical Year, and explores beliefs and sources through ‘knowledge lenses’:
HEAR – The Word – The Bible and teaching documents of the church
BELIEVE – What do Catholics believe? 
CELEBRATE – How do our beliefs shape our prayer, liturgy and sacraments? 
LIVE – The impact of faith on life: ethics, philosophy, art and culture.

In addition, we recognise the responsibility of living in a multi-faith and multicultural society and aim to introduce children to other world faiths and practices with an attitude of mutual respect and tolerance through the ‘knowledge lenses’ of DIALOGUE and ENCOUNTER.


The Process of Teaching

The RE curriculum is delivered primarily using the diocesan recommended ‘Magister’ scheme which follows the Religious Education Programme for Catholic Primary Schools. Content is reviewed termly to ensure that our classes are working at age related expectations, whilst ensuring that learning tasks are differentiated to meet the needs of specific groups and individuals and fulfil all the requirements of the RE Directory. Additional materials such as those from Cafod, Missio, Aid to the Church in Need, Come and See and other approved sources, enrich the children’s learning experiences and encourage them to think deeply and to ask and answer often challenging questions. Important liturgical celebrations, other world faiths and key aspects of PSHE are interwoven throughout curriculum, as are opportunities to explore our school values throughout the year.

It is the responsibility of each teacher to plan and deliver creative and inspiring lessons that meet curriculum objectives and the needs of the children they teach. Lessons are sequenced to build on prior learning, revisit key themes and explore scripture in more details. Our lessons fit within topics to ensure depth of study appropriate to the child's age range. Children are taught in mixed ability and often mixed age classes. Class teachers ensure that work is differentiated to meet the needs of all children and that lessons are engaging and inspiring
and appeal to all learning styles.

We value creative and cross curricular links and RE lessons often incorporate artwork, writing, discussion, role play and drama, music and reading. Teaching is supported by other resources including stories, artefacts and scripture, and involves visits and visitors. Class teachers are often supported by Teaching Assistants who support and extend the learning of our children.

Parish Links
We are well supported by our Parish Priests and nuns from Our Lady Queen of Heaven & St Oswald and by The Minister and the Children and Families leader from St Johns Park. All are regular visitors to school and provide a wealth of support for both staff and pupils in curriculum RE and collective worship. As a school community we value the contributions and links with our parishes who are keen to be involved in the life of the school.


Marking
Other than children in EYFS, all pupils have individual pupil books for recording work in RE. Our youngest pupils’ work is celebrated within a Class book/floor style book. 
Marking pupils work is approached positively and constructively so that it celebrates success and encourages future learning. Marking is carried out regularly, in line with the school’s Marking and Feedback Policy; next steps in learning are indicated where appropriate to further drive understanding.

Assessment
Assessment in RE establishes what pupils know, understand and can do: it does not assess faith or the practice of faith.

Assessment takes place in a number of ways and includes observation and questioning of pupils during lessons and via marking of written work. It also includes internal and external moderation, with other schools within the Diocese. By moderating externally, we ensure rigour and validation for our assessments.

It is not possible to outline the strategic measures used to assess pupils work as the RED is going through a period of change with nothing being expected to be securely embedded until 2026. 

EYFS pupils are assessed on entry to give a baseline of religious experience, awareness and understanding as they start school. They are then tracked termly throughout the year, in line with all other pupils, according to their phase objectives.


Monitoring
The RE Subject Leader and the Head Teacher are responsible for monitoring the standards of teaching and learning in curriculum RE. Monitoring schedules include observation of teaching, scrutiny of children’s work, scrutiny of lesson plans and resources, staff CPD and INSET, pupil interviews.
Annual action plans are shared with governors and evaluated and updated termly.
Both the Head Teacher and RE subject leader attend at least termly training sessions led by Diocesan advisors and disseminate this information to both staff and governors.

Reporting to Parents
Assessment and progress information is shared with parents via report sheets at the end of the academic year. Staff also meet with parents up to three times a year, to discuss pupil progress, attainment and next steps.


Policy Monitoring and Review

This policy is to be reviewed every 2 years.
Approved 
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